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I’m Jeff Davis, host of the CBS Radio public affairs program “Eye on the Community.” My guest for this segment is…Darlene Tarnoski, Program Director of the Riverside County-based nonprofit organization Women Against Child Trafficking. Thank you for joining me.
-Some of our listeners may be shocked to hear some of the things you have to say today about Human Trafficking in Riverside County. I know I was surprised to learn that human trafficking is taking place right here in the Inland Empire. Tell us about this problem?

-Human trafficking is a growing problem in the Southwest Riverside County, the U.S. and internationally.  Young teens are being kidnapped weekly and then sold to human sex trafficking.  The predators prey on teens on the Internet, facebook and right outside of their school.  The U.S. Department of Justice estimated 14,500 to 17,500 people are trafficked every year. Human trafficking has grown from a $9 billion to a $33 billion a year industry, Riverside police officer James Barrette say it rivals drug and arms trafficking for the most profitable criminal enterprise.
-Who are the victims of human trafficking in Riverside County?

((The average age of a victim is 12-14 years old.))
-Who are these human traffickers? Are they gang members or illegal immigrants or who?

-How are youths being lured into sex trafficking?

((The predators prey on teens on the internet, Facebook and right outside of their school. They often prey upon children’s vulnerabilities.))

-What happens when these victims of human trafficking being rescued?

-When the Sheriff’s Department or the FBI rescues a victim they call Darlene and request emergency shelter, and this could be at midnight which makes it too late to take to a shelter so this means that a temporary emergency shelter for the night is required, so is feeding them, providing them with a dignity bag until they can be placed. 

-How did you find out that human trafficking is occurring in Riverside County?

-Darlene Tarnoski in November 2010 was selling her jewelry at a local winery weekly craft fair when she met an FBI agent whose business was rescuing children.  The agent described to Darlene how fatherly looking guys find young girls and offer them a place to stay giving the girls the impression that they would be safe.  However, once in place, the girls would be sold for sex over and over again. The agent made rescuing those girls and getting them to a safe place his personal project.
-What did you do after learned that human trafficking is taking place in Riverside County?

As soon as Darlene heard there was little to no help for these young girls, she was filled with compassion.  “What are your needs she asked?”  His response was “they need dignity bags”. Darlene had no idea what he was talking about.  The agent explained that when the children are found, they are taken to a hospital or safehouse.  Everything they have or are wearing is taken for evidence at the FBI interrogation room.  The dignity bags, are backpacks containing clothing, toiletries, water and snacks, help the rescued teens have something of their own as they move to the next place. Darlene immediately understood the need and decided if the FBI could not provide the dignity bags that she would find a way to do it.

 

Quickly Darlene was put in touch with Operation Safehouse a local 18 bed sanctuary for rescued girls who made available 7 beds for this project.  Did you know that in the whole U.S.  there are only 5 shelters for rescued child trafficking victims. There are none in this area other than Operation Safehouse who stepped to the plate seeing the need.  

-Tell us about your organization “Women Against Child Trafficking?”
((Mission- to spread awareness and "Don't Talk to Strangers" campaign- if you do not know them, they are not your friend. Be safe on the internet/social media/Facebook etc.))

-What can our listeners do to help prevent human trafficking in Riverside County?

((Talk to your children, pre teens and teens. Look for warning signs. Are you being controlled?))
 
-What types of goods and services do you need to help youths who are rescued from human traffickers?

-Dignity Bags, youth t-shirts, youth sweats, tennis shoes, socks, used car or van to shuttle kids to Court, Counseling and Doctors appointments.
-What is much needed is a 72 hour emergency shelter until we can find placement for each child. What would be wonderful is if a major hotel chain would offer to donate a room for the first 48 hours until placement could be found.

-Another great need is for a van to be able to take these youth to their doctors, counseling and court appointments.

-In addition, there is always a need for food and teenager clothing. Call for drop off locations.
-Go to www.WomenAgainstChildTrafficking.org  where you will find a wish list of this 501(c) (3) nonprofit organization.

-Do you need volunteers too?

 -How can our listeners get more information about your organization “Women Against Child Trafficking?”
((www.WomenAgainstChildTrafficking.org. $10 feeds 20 kids. $20 clothes three kids.))

My guest has been...Darlene Tarnoski, Women Against Child Trafficking’s Program Director. Thanks for joining me!

I’m Jeff Davis, host of “Eye on the Community.”  Thanks for listening.
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